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4/1 City Council Meeting I Public Comment I Item 17 

From John Pickhaver <jpickhaver@elsegundoccb.org> 

Date Mon 3/31/2025 5:54 PM 

To ALL ELECTED OFFICIALS <ALLELECTEDOFFICIALS@elsegundo.org> 

Cc Jane Burrell <janeburrell1972@gmail.com>; Jason Hattley <jhaffley@elsegundoccb.org>; Mitchell, Brian 

<bmitchell@elsegundoccb.org>; Elizabeth Kennedy <ekennedy@elsegundoccb.org>; *ALL CITY CLERKS 

<ALLCITYCLERKS@elsegundo.org> 

@ 1 attachment (60 KB) 

Letter_ACC Coordinator.pdf; 

Dear Mayor Pimentel, Mayor Pro Tern Baldino, and City Councilmembers: 
As members of the Arts & Culture Advisory Committee and the Sub-Committee for the Cultural Arts Master 
Plan, we appreciate the opportunity to share our perspective regarding the importance of dedicated 
leadership in advancing El Segundo's cultural goals. 

A full-time, qualified, and professional Cultural Arts Coordinator is essential to running a high-profile cultural 
arts program. Eliminating, or reducing in scope and responsibilities, the currently vacant Cultural Arts 
Coordinator position would undo years of progress and weaken El Segundo's cultural infrastructure-at a 
time when neighboring cities are expanding theirs. This is a pivotal moment for the City of El Segundo to 
solidify its position as a leader in the arts, fostering economic and cultural growth ahead of major global 
events, like the 2026 World Cup, the 2027 Super Bowl, and the 2028 Olympics. 

A strong commitment to the arts drives economic growth and reinforces El Segundo's identity as both a 
creative and business-friendly city. Thriving Arts & Culture programs attract visitors, increase property values, 
and enhance the City's appeal to businesses and residents alike. To build on this momentum, the City needs 
a dedicated professional to lead cultural efforts, manage public art and events, and coordinate with 
developers making significant financial and artistic contributions through the Percent for Arts program. 

The Cultural Arts Coordinator fulfills this essential role-bringing the expertise and continuity needed to guide 
complex projects, steward developer investments, and ensure impactful results. This position not only 
strengthens El Segundo's cultural infrastructure but also supports a business-friendly environment through 
clear communication, efficient processes, and strategic alignment. Acting as a liaison between the City, 
businesses, artists, and community partners, the Coordinator ensures the program remains collaborative and 
effective. The specialized leadership of a Cultural Arts Coordinator is also key to delivering long-term value­
from securing grants and drafting RFQs/RFPs to expanding arts education and forging strong partnerships. 

El Segundo may be "Where Big Ideas Take Off," but it can also be where the arts take root-complementing 
our innovation economy with cultural vibrancy. A full-time Cultural Arts Coordinator will help ensure we get it 
right. 

Signed, 

Sub-Committee for Cultural Arts Master Plan 

Chairperson John Pickhaver 
Member Jane Burrell 
Member Jason Haffley 
Member Elizabeth Kennedy 

Lili Sandoval
Typewritten Text
    

Lili Sandoval
Typewritten Text
                                        




















